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NOTES OF THE SOCIETY 

The Annual Meeting of the Society wil be held on Wednes- 
day, Thursday, and Friday, April 23, 24, and 25, 1919, in Phila- 
delphia, Pa. It is expected that one session, probably that of 
Thursday afternoon, wil be devoted not to the presentation of 
miscellaneous communications, but to discussion in open forum 
of some topic of general interest. Another session wil be devoted, 
as usual, to the presentation of papers dealing with the history 
of religions and of papers of wider interest. For the names of 
the Committee of Arrangements, see the inside front cover of 
the Journal. 

The Annual Meeting of the Middle "West Branch of the 
Society will be held at the University of Illinois, Urbana, 111., 
February 28-March 1. The program will include a symposium 
on Reconstruction Problems of the Orient. 



Notice is hereby given that the following amendments to the 
Constitution and By-Laws of the American Oriental Society will 
be proposed by Franklin Edgerton at the 1919 annual meeting. 

1. Amend Article IX of the Constitution by striking out the 
words 'said meeting to be held in Massachusetts at least once in 
three years ', so that the Article as amended shal read : 

Article IX. An Annual Meeting of the Society shall be held dur- 
ing Easter week, the days and place of the meeting to be determined 
by the Directors. One or more other meetings, at the discretion of 
the Directors, may also be held each year at such place and time as 
the Directors shall determine. 

2. Amend Article I of By-Laws by striking out the words 
' and it shall be his duty to keep, in a book provided for the pur- 
pose, a copy of his letters', so that the Article as amended shal 
read: 

I. The Corresponding Secretary shall conduct the correspondence 
of the Society; and he shall notify the meetings in such manner as 
the President or the Board of Directors shall direct. 



Motions to be presented to the American Oriental Society at 
its next meeting by Charles R. Lanman. 

Besolved: That the proper repository of the manuscript books-of- 
record of the Society is the Society's Library. 
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That a notice to this effect be printed in the Journal and made a 
part of our bylaws. 

And that the Officers of the Society be requested to deposit such 
volumes of record in the Library as soon as they are filled and have 
to be replaced by new blank-books for current use. 

"Within the last few decades, the number of communications 
offered for presentation at meetings of the American Oriental 
Society" has increased from half-a-dozen or less to half-a-hundred 
or more. It has manifestly become neither feasible nor desir- 
able to bring before the Society in fifty brief allotted periods of 
twenty minutes each or less, fifty masses of technical details. 
To accomplish so bad an end, it has been suggested that the 
Society be split into separate Semitic and Indo-European sec- 
tions. It is far more important that a generous and sympathetic 
interest on the part of each element of the Society in the work 
of the other should be maintained and quickened. 

Not only the teachings of modern psychology, but also those of 
every-day experience, show that the very act of reading (except 
in the case of very unusually stirring matter and of rarely gifted 
readers) is distinctly and ineontestably a hypnotizing process. 
The reading of such details, with references to book and chapl er 
and verse, and to volume and page of other writings by the reader 
on related subjects, may perhaps be called successful as a futile 
display of praiseworthy erudition; but the impression left on 
the hearer is not an inspiring one. It is often little else than 
that of transparently vainglorious display. Such performances, 
the Society ought, for the good of all, — hearers and readers 
alike, — positively to discourage. 

"With the revolving years, it has come to pass that no scholar 
has even the right to spend his time and his learning upon mat- 
ters which have not some relation — direct or indirect — to the 
spiritual progress of mankind. It is not only his privilege, but 
also his duty, to tell in comprehensible language what that rela- 
tion is, what he is trying to do, and why he is trying to do it. 
This it is which will interest and stimulate, quicken and inspire. 
And such inspiration, the delight and encouraging sympathy that 
come from direct personal intercourse with men who are brothers 
in the spirit, should be the dominant objects of our meetings. 
They ought never to be lost out of sight. 

Therefore, be it resolved by the American Oriental Society: That, 
in arranging its program for future meetings, the Society considers 
that (except in the case of an occasional formal address) the normal 
method of laying Oriental topics before the assembly, be— not the 
reading of a prepared manuscript, but — a free oral presentation of the 
matter in a form which can be readily and easily comprehended by 
all who are present. And that, in cases where a member is unwilling 
to attempt this method, it shall be permissible to read from manuscript, 
but not for a time exceeding five minutes. 



